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November, 2009 

VISIT  US ON  THE WEB AT:   www.dupagewoodworkers.org  

What a wonderful 

presentation Dave 

Reilly had for us at 

our October meet-

ing.  It reminded me 

of my drafting 

classes back in high 

school where the 

emphasis was on 

clarity, communication and congruence.  

Some things never change.  If you canõt read it, 

why write it?  

Be sure to read about our upcoming 

programs and activities that are 

planned for the rest of this year.  You will 

have the opportunity to visit shops, shop dif-

ferent vendors and see presentations related 

to wood.  

The nominations have been established for 

next years officers.  We will be voting on this 

slate at our November 18th meeting.    Please 

review the following and be prepared to cast 

your vote.:  

President   Rick Ogren 

Vice President  Len Swanson 

Treasurer   Tom Perry 

Secretary   Jerry Johnson 

Program Chair/Co -chair  Cathy Godfrey/  

    Peter DõAttomo 

Membership Chair   Bruce Kinney 

Librarian    Dic Drees  

Newsletter Editor   Whit Anderson 

Exhibits Chair   George Rodgers 

Activities Chair   Dale Gustafson 

Prizes Chair    Len Swanson 

President  (Continued on page 4) 

The Presidents Corner Rick Ogren 

November 12, 2009 

Jensens Cabinet Shop Tour 

Gilman, IL 

ñ 

November 18, 2009, 7PM 

Regular Meeting 

St. James Church 

Program TBA 

ñ 

December 11-13 

The Woodworking Show 

Schaumburg 

ñ 

December 16, 2009, 7PM 

Christmas Party 

St. James Church 

ñ 

January 16, 2009 

Tour of Chicago School Of 

Woodworking 

 

Programs & Events 

On Thursday, November 12, 

we have scheduled a tour 

of Jensen's Cabinet Shop in 

Gilman Illinois. In addition to 

cabinet making, Jensen also 

makes custom furniture, op-

erates a saw mill and is a 

supplier of wood to area 

woodworkers.  

Take either I -294 or I-355 

south to I-80 and then south 

on I-57.Exit at the 283 inter-

change. Turn right (west) onto route 24. Turn 

right at the first intersection  onto CR-600-E. Af-

ter crossing the second set of railroad tracks, 

turn right on to West 2nd street. The Jensen op-

eration is located at 203 West 2nd Street in a 

large limestone building at the corner of 2nd 

and Commerce Streets.  

The tour starts at 11:00 am. If you are inter-

ested in car pooling, we will depart at 9:00 am 

from Panera Bread located at 204 Ogden Ave-

nue in Downers  Grove.  

Activities (Continued on page 4) 

Rick Ogren 

Dale Gustafson 

Dale Gustafson Activities Committee Report 

Toys Due 

11/18  

Next Meeting 11/18  
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I canõt tell you how happy I 

am that Dave Reillyõs 

òCarving Letters of the Alpha-

betó program was scheduled 

during Halloween week.  

While my physical being was 

in Medina, MN enjoying sev-

eral stage plays that my 

granddaughters were acting 

in as well as a gala ball fund raising event, my 

vaporous ghostly being was floating over the 

gathered assembly (not an easy task for a fat 

gray -haired old guy) with a 

spectacular view of Daveõs 

every move.  What a program!  

Dave took care to point out the 

different fonts best used for 

carving: Roman, Italic, Script, 

Gothic and Alpha are most com-

mon. His narrative included a 

history of how letters were de-

veloped for these various fonts.  

Clearly explained, letters are 

needed to provide clarity, com-

munication and congruence in 

the written word; each piece 

and part of a letter is important 

and Dave explained why they 

are present in each section.  

Spacing and kerning provides 

clarity of the letters and words in the carving, 

equally spaced letters is a no -no.  Moving on to 

the carving part of the presentation Dave 

showed a layout of the pattern representing 

the final image.  He discussed which chisel 

should be used for each part of the letter and 

demonstrated cutting from the edge of the let-

ter to the centerline.  It became obvious how 

important the correct holding of the chisel as 

well as particular attention to the grain in the 

wood could affect how you approach your pro-

ject.  As in all aspects of woodworking sharp-

ening is an important part of a successful out-

come.  Dave told us his processes and pointed 

out that sharpening before a project is begun 

does not eliminate sharpening while carving; 

frequent touch up by stone or strop is neces-

sary for a crisp clean out-

come.  Recommended reading includes The 

Art of Lettering and Letter Carving in Wood 

both of which are in the clubõs library.  Great 

job Dave, I thank you and the club thanks you.  

And I have to confess, I wasnõt really hovering 

over the meeting and need to thank Wayne 

Maier and Rick Ogren for their notes and 

thoughts about the meeting.  

At the November 18 meeting of the 

DuPage Woodworkers Bill Aitchison will pre-

sent a program about Faux Finishing and Fin-

ish Repair.   How many of us have 

wished we could use an old -time comb 

to ògrainó a particularly plain piece of 

wood?  How about making a piece of 

wood look like a piece of marble; Heõll 

demonstrate this on a piece of card-

board.   Bill is an all -around wood per-

son, seemingly with the ability to ac-

complish most anything when it comes 

to working wood.   His experience 

ranges from construction to cabinet 

making, turning bowls from molds 

made from Bondo shaped over various 

objects (nothing eccentric about that!) 

to turning baseball bats, making boxes 

and all sorts of cabinets; heõs pretty 

much done it all.   Bill will talk about re-

finishing (at one time he was the pro-

prietor of a refinishing business), and how to 

handle small surface blemishes on up to deal-

ing with whole pieces of furniture.   Heõs 

sprayed most everything you can put through 

a gun, air brushes to large spraying systems, 

so he can answer your questions about that as 

well.    A member of the Windy City Woodturn-

ers we appreciate Bill taking time from his 

busy schedule to enhance our understanding 

of faux finishing and finish repair. Bill Ho-

chmuth 

October & November 2009 Programs 

Bill Hochmuth 

Bill Hochmuth 

Our own Dave Reilly demon-

strated carving letters and 

numbers at the October 

meeting 
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A little over a month ago I re-

ceived an email from Bruce 

Kinney who had received an 

email from an author named 

Spike Carlsen. He (Spike) 

wrote that he was promoting 

his book about woodworking 

and wanted woodworking 

groups to receive a free copy. 

Naturally, I emailed Spike and 

requested a copy which he promptly sent to me.  

The book, titled The Splintered History of 

Wood , is not a book about some specific facet of 

woodworking. Instead it is a compilation of lots of 

short stories of the various uses of wood and the 

people who work with wood.   Also, Spike writes 

about the many different uses of wood by writing 

about woodworkers who accomplish many amaz-

ing things with wood. He covers the topic of 50,000 

year -old kauri wood recovered from the bogs of 

New Zealand to wood used in making violins made 

by Stradivari in the 1600s.  

There are ten chapters in the book, each con-

taining 4 to 8 stories about wood and the wood-

workers who use it.   I have only read one or two 

stories in each of the chapters and I have really en-

joyed each of these many different stories.   Each 

chapter starts with a short introduction related to 

the stories in the chapter and then the stories them-

selves. I could identify each of the ten chapters, but 

I'll only write about two or three chapters and the 

types of stories in each of these chapters.  

Chapter 1: Extraordinary Woods. I read two 

stories,  Fifty-Thousand-Year-Old Wood Lives and 

Breathes Again , the kauri wood story and In Quest 

of the World's Most Expensive Board -Foot, both 

most interesting, entertaining and informative.  

Chapter 4: Wood in the World of Music. Stradi-

varus Violins: The Sweetest Sound You've Never 

Heard,  a story about Stradivari and other promi-

nent violin makers of the era and The Making of 

sweet Baby James's Guitar, obviously about mak-

ing of special guitars by a special guitar maker.  

And, Chapter 8: Woods, Weapons, and 

War.   Ten Great Moments in Catapult History , 

again very interesting and again, not the usual sto-

ries about wood, and A Tale of Two Warships: One 

Unsinkable; One Unsailable . Again, what can I say 

that I haven't said before.  

I'm sure that the other chapters and the stories 

they contain are equally interesting and entertain-

ing. I strongly recommend this book for a different 

type of reading about wood.  

Since the copy I received is a paper back and 

I' pretty sure that it won't stand up to repeated han-

dling, I have ordered a hard -bound copy which 

should arrive in time for the November meeting.  

That's it from Our Library for November, 2009. 

Dic Drees 

Dic Drees 

Our thanks to the coffee hosts for the October 

meeting. Hosts for the November meeting will 

be: Bill Eck& Charlie Scheffel. Wayne Maier 

Coffee, Coffee, Coffee 

From Our Library 

We had four visitors at the Oct. meeting. Two became mem-

bers. Mike Burke From Wilmette has been taking classes at 

various locations and is serious about   becoming a woodworker. Bill Crowther is a friend of Ken 

Jones and lives in Downers  Grove.  He said he is a beginner but pictures of some of his projects 

suggests he could give us some pointers.   David  Perucca hails from Naperville. He is a furniture 

builder. He visited our booth at the Wood Show. David West lives in Carol Stream. His shop is in 

half of his garage and winter is coming. He visited our display at the recent Carving Show. Come 

back and see us.  Milford  Lau 

Visitors and Guests 

Just a friendly reminder that the 
toys we make and give to the 

church will be collected at the November club 
meeting. Keep those tools humming. November 

meeting is November 18, 2009. Stan Anderson 

Toys 
The No-

vember 

door prizes include a DeWalt palm sander. a 

pair of 16"  Bessey clamps and a set of Irwin 

chisels. Len Swanson 

November Door Prizes 
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gift presentations. The gift and Workshop item 

tables will be farther apart and there will be a 

short interval after From Our Workshop to pro-

vide time for those items serving double duty to 

be moved.  

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. Jerry John-

son 

Secretary (Continued from page 6) 

Your handmade toys need to be are deliv-

ered to the church at our November meeting.  

Deacon John will be here to receive all our 

goodies.  The toys will be given to one of the 

parishes in need of assistance for their chil-

dren.  More details on who receives these toys 

will be provided at the meeting.   

Our holiday party is scheduled for Wednes-

day, December 16th at 7:00 PM.  Attending 

members are expected to bring a dish to pass 

or a dessert.  This is the same process as in the 

past.  We will provide coffee, soda, sand-

wiches, cheese, plates, napkins, flatware, ice 

and cups.  Members who bring a guest are en-

couraged to make a gift to present to one of the 

guests. Rick 

President (Continued from page 1) 

The DuPage Woodworkers had a booth at the 30th An-

nual Artistry in Wood Show held Sat and Sun, Oct. 24 

and 25 at the DuPage County Fairgrounds.   Five members were present and sold items; Bruce 

Kinney, Milford Lau, Dic Drees, Tony Evansky and George Rodgers.   Tony Evansky was the top 

seller with his "Shut the Box", a British Pub game, selling well.   Five 

percent ($30.05) of the proceeds of $601 will go back to the club. 

George Rodgers 

Artistry In Wood Show 

(l to r) Milford Lau, Bruce Kinney, Tony Evansky,  George Rod-

gers and Dic Drees woke up in time for this group photo at the 

Artistry in Wood  Show and Sale. 

Tony Evansky stands ready to make 

another sale at the Artistry In 

Wood Show on October 24 & 25. 

Following the tour, we will have lunch at the 

Red Door restaurant in Gilman.  

On the return trip, we have also scheduled 

a brief tour of the Chicago National Weather 

Service office that is located in Romeoville, Illi-

nois. We will return via I -355 north, and exit at 

the 159th street/IL 7 interchange. Proceed west 

on Illinois 7 through Lockport, cross the river 

and past Route 53. Turn right onto the Lewis 

University Airport Road and follow the road to-

ward the radar tower. The weather service tour 

will last about 35 -40 minutes. We should be 

back in Downers Grove by no later than 4:00 

pm. 

On Saturday, January 16 ,2010 we have 

scheduled a 10:30 am tour of the Chicago 

School of Woodworking located at 4700 Ra-

venswood, Unit SW4, in Chicago Illinois  . Sign 

up will be at the November meeting. Dale 

Activities (Continued from page 1) 
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From Our Workshop ñ October 2009 

Keith Roscheñ

Intarsia Rose 

Al Didierñ

Flower Vase 

Don CarkhuffñCradle 

Tony EvanskyñSaw Horses 

Lee NyeñTilt-

Turn Tea Table 
Ken EverettñPizza Paddle 

LeRoy  

Fennewald 

ñF14 Jet 

Fighter 

Len SwansonñToy Train 

Charlie Scheffelñ

Scroll Saw Basket 

Dave Reillyñ

Carved Acan-

thus Leaf 

Cathy Godfreyñ

Bandsaw Box 

Carter JohnsonñPuzzles 

Milford LauñItalian Marquetry  

Wayne MaierñBookcase 
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Rick Ogren c alled 

the Board Meeting 

of November 2, 

2009 to order at 

7:00 p.m. Present 

were Dale Gustaf-

son, Stan Ander-

son, Tom Perry, 

Len Swanson, 

Bruce Kinney, 

Bill Hockmuth,  

and Jerry Johnson. 

Reminder: Any club member is wel-

come to attend board meetings.  

The minutes and treasurerõs re-

port for October were approved. 

Bruce  reported that we now have 

130 members.  

Dale  reported on activities and 

has added a stop at the National 

Weather Service on the way back 

from the cabinet shop visit on No-

vember 12.  

There was a short discussion on 

improvements to the auction fo-

cused on the signup procedure. No 

firm decision was made and the re-

maining discussion was tabled until 

after the new board is elected and 

installed  

Stan now has 395 toys at home 

and still expects to reach about 600 

by the November General Meeting. 

Rick said that St. James prefers that 

we not combine or package them in 

any way.  

The slate of 2010 officers and 

directors for the November election 

is complete.  

President    Rick Ogren  

Vice President  Len Swanson  

Treasurer    Tom Perry  

Secretary    Jerry Johnson  

Program Chair/Co -chair  

    Cathy Godfrey/  

    Peter DõAttomo 

Membership Chair Bruce Kinney  

Librarian    Dic Drees  

Newsletter Ed.  Whit Anderson  

Exhibits Chair  George Rodgers  

Activities Chair  Dale Gustafson  

Prizes Chair    Len Swanson  

It was decided to limit the prize 

drawings at the Christmas party to 

the From Our Workshop drawing 

for $100.  

Rick  will ask Milford Lau  to solicit 

guest gifts at the November meet-

ing. Those members bringing 

guests are particularly encouraged 

to make a gift. The logistics will be 

changed in an effort to minimize 

confusion between From Our Work-

shop and gifts items and to keep the 

food fresher. The order will be 

eat, From Our Workshop, and 

Secretary  (Continued on page 4) 

BOARD MEMBERS  
President  Rick Ogren  630-992-9455 rogren@comcast.net  

V. President  Len Swanson 630-469-5376 lenard.swanson@att.net  

Treasurer  Tom Perry  630-357-9721 tperry8483@wowway.com  

Secretary  Jerry Johnson 630-420-0561 jlj1625@aol.com  

Programs Bill Hochmuth  630-858-4727 wfhochmuth@comcast.net  

Membership  Si Skidmore 708-505-4032 siskidmore@skidmoreconsulting.com  

Library  Dic Drees  630-629-2829 rgdrees@aol.com  

Newsletter  Bruce Kinney  630-369-3387  brkinney@gmail.com  

Exhibits  Geo. Rodgers  708-246-6817 glrodgers@sbcglobal.net  

Past Pres. Wayne Maier  630-790-4319 wpmaier588@yahoo.com  

Activities  Dale Gustafson 630-852-4083 dgus42@yahoo.com  

Prizes Len Swanson 630-469-5376 lenard.swanson@att.net  
COMMITTEE MEMBERS  

Arts & Envir  R. Rossio/W. Maier  

Auction  Rich Rossio 815-838-7686 disoorder@aol.com  

Webmaster  Danny Yarbrough  815-254-8901 n9jdy@sbcglobal.net  

Publicity  Bill Eck  708-409-8733 willeck@aol.com  

From Our  Len Swanson 630-469-5376 lenard.swanson@att.net  

Workshop  

Toys Stan Anderson 630-466-4361  

Video  Whit Anderson  773-622-8649 dpww@whitanderson.com  

Monthly Meetings 
St. James The Apostle 

Church 

4th Wednesday at 7:00 PM 

(NextñNovember 18, 2009) 
ñññññññññ- 

Board Meetings 
1st Monday at 7:00 PM   

St. James The Apostle 

Church 

(NextñDecember 7, 2009) 
ñññññññññ 

Breakfasts 
First Saturday  

(NextñDecember 5, 2009 

and 

Second Wednesday 

(nextñDecember 9, 2009 

At 

Panera Bread Restaurant 

in the Market Plaza Mall 

Roosevelt Rd., Glen Ellyn 

Between Main and Park. 

Treasurerõs Report 
Income YTD:           $6308.28 

Expenses YTD        $7646.15 

Balance 5/31/09:    $3976.44 

Paid Members: 130  

Club Calendar 

Jerry Johnson 

 

Butterfield Rd 

Roosevelt Rd. 
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St James the Apostle Parish 

480 South Park Blvd 

Glen Ellyn, Il 

Secretaryõs Report 


